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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to communications in computer networks. More 
particularly, it relates to a system and method for Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol proxy in 
a data-over-cable network. 
5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Cable television networks such as those provided by Comcast Cable Communications, 
Inc., of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Cox Communications of Atlanta Georgia, Time- Warner 
Cable, of Marietta Georgia, Continental Cablevision, Inc., of Boston Massachusetts, and others, 
provide cable television services to a large number of subscribers over a large geographical area. 
The cable television networks typically are interconnected by cables such as coaxial cables or a 
Hybrid Fiber/Coaxial ("HFC") cable system which have data rates of about 10 Mega-bits-per- 
"t second ("Mbps") to 30+ Mbps. 

The Internet, a world-wide-network of interconnected computers, provides multi-media 
content including audio, video, graphics and text that requires a large bandwidth for 
r|; ; downloading and viewing. Most Internet Service Providers ("ISPs") allow customers to connect 
p ~' to the Internet via a serial telephone line from a Public Switched Telephone Network ("PSTN") 
at data rates including 14,400 bps, 28,800 bps, 33,600 bps, 56,000 bps and others that are much 
slower than the about 10 Mbps to 30+ Mbps available on a coaxial cable or HFC cable system on 
a cable television network. 
20 With the explosive growth of the Internet, many customers have desired to use the larger 

bandwidth of a cable television network to connect to the Internet and other computer networks. 
Cable modems, such as those provided by 3Com Corporation of Santa Clara, California, 
Motorola Corporation of Arlington Heights, Illinois, Cisco Corporation of San Jose, California, 
Scientific- Atlanta, of Norcross, Georgia, and others, offer customers higher-speed connectivity 
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to the Internet, an intranet, Local Area Networks ("LANs") and other computer networks via 
cable television networks. These cable modems currently support a data connection to the 
Internet and other computer networks via a cable television network with a data rate of up to 30+ 
Mbps, which is a much larger data rate than can be supported by a modem used over a serial 
5 telephone line. 

Many cable television networks provide bi-directional cable systems, in which data is 
sent "downstream", from a "headend" to a customer, as well as "upstream", from the customer 
back to the headend. The cable system headend is a central location in the cable television 
network and, further, is responsible for sending cable signals in the downstream direction and 
l# receiving cable signals in the upstream direction. An exemplary data-over-cable system with RF 
"'y : return typically includes customer premises equipment entities such a customer computer, a 
;J cable modem, a cable modem termination system, a cable television network, and a data network 
such as the Internet. 

u, Some cable television networks provide only uai-directional cable systems, supporting 

i§\ only a "downstream" data path, which provides a path for flow of data from a cable system 
M i] headend to a customer. A return data path via a telephone network, such as a public switched 
telephone network provided by AT&T and others, (i.e., a "telephone return") is typically used for 
an "upstream" data path, which provides a path for flow of data from the customer back to the 
cable system headend. A cable television system with an upstream connection to a telephone 
20 network is typically called a "data-over-cable system with telephony return." 

An exemplary data-over-cable system with a telephony return typically includes customer 
premise equipment ("CPE") entities (such as a customer computer or a Voice over Internet 
Protocol ("VoIP") device), a cable modem, a cable modem termination system, a cable television 
network, a public switched telephone network, a telephone remote access concentrator, and a 
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data network (e.g., the Internet). The cable modem termination system and the telephone remote 
access concentrator combined are called a telephone return termination system. 

If the customer premises equipment entity comprises a telephone or a device capable of 
sending and receiving video or voice signals, the cable modem has to be capable of sending and 
5 receiving such signals. In such cases, the cable modem typically comprises an internal media 
terminal adapter, which provides a network interface functionality that accepts analog voice 
inputs or video signal and generates IP packets using the Real Time Transport Protocol, for 
instance. 

In a bi-directional cable system, when a cable modem termination system receives data 
IGj packets from a data network, the cable modem termination system transmits received data 
'' h 4 packets downstream via the cable television network to a cable modem attached to a customer 
premises equipment entity. The customer premises equipment entity sends response data packets 
to the cable modem, which sends the response data packets upstream via the cable network. The 
cable modem termination system sends the response data packets back to the appropriate host on 
the data network. 

!^ In the case of a telephony return system, when a cable modem termination system 

receives data packets from a data network, the cable modem termination system transmits the 
received data packets downstream via a cable television network to a cable modem attached to a 
customer premises equipment entity. The customer premises equipment entity sends response 

20 data packets to the cable modem, which sends response data packets upstream via a public 
switched telephone network to a telephone remote access concentrator. Next, the telephone 
remote access concentrator sends the response data packets back to the appropriate host on the 
data network. 
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When a cable modem used in a cable system is initialized, the cable modem establishes a 
communication link to a cable modem termination system via a cable network and, in telephony 
return data-over-cable systems, to a telephone return termination system via a public switched 
telephone network. As the cable modem is initialized, the cable modem initializes one or more 
5 downstream channels via the cable network. Also upon initialization, the cable modem receives 
a configuration file (a boot file) from a configuration server via a trivial file-transfer protocol 
("TFTP") exchange process. 

The configuration file may include a plurality of configuration parameters encoded in a 
type-length-value format ("TLV"), for instance. The configuration file may comprise a plurality 
l| of Class-of-Service ("CoS") and Quality-of-Service ("QoS") parameters. The Class of Service 
\\ parameters include, for example, maximum allowed data rates, minimum reserved data rate, 
] -.J maximum latency and a plurality of other parameters. The Quality of Service parameters 
j ; include, for example, parameters defining delays expected to deliver data to a specific 
i_2 destination, a level of protection from unauthorized monitoring or modification of data, an 
l ; St; expected residual error probability, a relative priority associated with data and a plurality of other 
M parameters. 

Upon a receipt of a configuration file, a cable modem may register with a cable modem 
termination system. To do that, the cable modem may send to the cable modem termination 
system a registration request message comprising a copy of the configuration file including a 
20 plurality of QoS and CoS parameters. 

Similarly to a cable modem, a customer premise equipment entity obtains network access 
parameters such as an IP address of a network interface via which the customer premise 
equipment entity may send and receive data from a data network. Typically, a customer premise 
equipment entity receives an IP address from a network server such as a Dynamic Host 
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Configuration Protocol server. Further, as is known in the art, when a network server provides 
an IP address for a customer premise equipment entity, the server typically leases that address for 
a predetermined period of time, and the customer premise equipment entity has to renew the 
lease prior to the lease's expiration. It is often desirable that a customer premise equipment 
5 entity receives the same IP address upon the lease renewal. However, when an original lease of 
a customer premise equipment entity expires during the time when the customer premise 
equipment entity is turned off, there is a very low probability that the customer premise entity 
receives the same IP address upon sending a lease renewal request to a designated network 
server. 

1& ; Further, during a mass re-registration following a headend system failure, the network 

^ activity on network servers providing network services to customer premise equipment entities 
J often exceeds acceptable loads, and many customer premise equipment entities may not be able 
to renew their leases for a longer time. Additionally, when many customer premise equipment 
M entities try to acquire network services at the same time, the upstream bandwidth usage may 
lP exceed acceptable limits. 

- Further, as is known in the art, there are two types of IP addresses that are assigned to 

network devices. A public access IP address is typically used to reach network devices such as 
mail servers located on other networks, and may not be used to access public networks. 
Typically, cable modems are assigned private access IP addresses and may not access network 
20 devices on public networks. However, in some applications, it would be desirable to provide a 
cable modem with an ability to access network devices or servers on public networks. Further, it 
is desirable to develop a system and method that would allow for a longer retention of IP address 
leases at a customer premise equipment entity and reduction of a traffic load on a network server 
providing services to many customer premise equipment entities. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to an exemplary embodiment, methods and system for a specialized DHCP 
proxy on a network device are developed. 

In one embodiment, when a second network device in communication with a first 
5 network device initiates a process of obtaining a routable network address and selects a first 
protocol network server, the first network device creates a database record for the second 
network device. The database record of the second network device includes identification data 
associated with the second network device and identification data associated with the selected 
_ first protocol network server. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device 
m intercepts first protocol message flow between the first protocol network server and the second 
r ,y network device. Thus, when the first protocol network server sends a first protocol offer 
.5 message defining a routable network address and a network address lease time interval for the 
^ second network device, the first network device intercepts the first message prior to the second 
£ network device receiving the first protocol offer message. In one embodiment, when the first 
1|J network device intercepts the first protocol offer message, the first network device modifies the 
lease time interval specified in the first protocol offer message. In one embodiment, the first 
network device modifies the lease time interval to a shorter lease time interval. Then, the first 
network device stores the modified and original lease time interval values in the database record 
of the second network device. Next, the first network device sends the modified first protocol 
20 offer message to the second network device. 

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment, when the second network device 
generates a first protocol lease renewal request message upon an expiration time of the modified 
lease time interval, the first network device intercepts the first protocol request message prior to 
the first protocol network server receiving the message. Next, the first network device generates 



DONNELL BOEHNEN 

LBERT & SERGHOFF H 
0 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 

CAGO, ILLINOIS 60606 
LEPHONE (312) 913-0001 



a first protocol response message using the identification data of the first protocol network 
server, as well as, the original lease time interval and the modified time interval values stored in 
the database record. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device uses the 
original lease time interval and the modified lease time interval values to determine a remaining 
5 lease time interval. In one embodiment, the first network device may specify the remaining lease 
time interval in the first protocol response message. Alternatively, the first network device could 
specify a portion of the remaining lease time interval in the first protocol response message. 
Next, the first network device sends the first protocol response message to the second network 
device. 

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device monitors the 
n t expiration time of the lease time interval provided by the first protocol network server and stored 
|j in the database record of the second network device. In one embodiment, the first network 
device generates a first protocol request message to renew the lease of the routable network 
M; address associated with the second network device. To do that, the first network device uses the 
l| j identification data of the second network device and the identification data of the first protocol 
network server associated with the second network device. Then, the first network device sends 
the first protocol request message to the first protocol network server prior to the expiration time 
of the original lease time interval. 

According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device is a cable modem, the 
20 second network device is a customer premises equipment entity, and the first protocol network 
server is a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol network server. Further, the first protocol 
messages are Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol messages. 
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These as well as other aspects and advantages of the present invention will become more 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art by reading the following detailed description, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are described with reference to the 
following drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating a cable modem system; 
5 Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating a protocol stack for a data-over-cable system; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a Termination System Information message 
structure; 

Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol message 
structure; 

1QJ Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating a data-over-cable system in which exemplary 

"■"-I embodiments may be applied; 

l % Figures 6A and 6B are a flow chart illustrating a method for obtaining network addresses 

1 for customer premise equipment entities; 
y :: Figures 7A and 7B are a flow chart illustrating a method for a network address lease 

If i renewal for a customer premise equipment entity according to an exemplary embodiment; 
! - Figures 8A and 8B are a flow chart illustrating a method for monitoring an activity state 

of a customer premise equipment entity and renewing a network address lease according to an 
exemplary embodiment; and 

Figure 9 is a flow chart illustrating a method for obtaining a publicly routable network 
20 address for a network device according to an exemplary embodiment. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
OF AN EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT 

Exemplary data-over-cable system 

5 Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary data-over-cable system 10. The 

data-over-cable system 10 may be a bi-directional cable system supporting a downstream data 
flow and an upstream data flow to and from a cable television network "headend" from and to a 
customer premises equipment entity such as a personal computer, for instance. The cable 
television network "headend" is a central location responsible for sending cable signals in a 
10 downstream direction and an upstream direction. In a bi-directional cable system, customer 
o premises equipment entities or a cable modem may have an upstream connection to a cable 
\j modem termination system via a cable television connection, a wireless connection, a satellite 
flf connection or a different connection by which the cable modem may send data upstream to the 
:% cable modem termination system. 

1JL. Alternatively, the data-over-cable system 10 may be a uni-directional cable system 

r|j supporting only a downstream data path from a cable television network headend to a customer 
□ premises equipment entity, such as a personal computer. In the uni-directional cable system, a 
return path is typically established via a telephone network ("telephone return"), which provides 
an "upstream" data path from the customer premises equipment back to the cable television 
20 network "headend". In a uni-directional cable system, a cable modem may comprise an integral 
telephone modem for connecting to a Public Switched Telephone Network ("PSTN") such as a 
PSTN 22, and the integral telephone modem may be connected to the cable modem for 
exchanging data. 

The data-over-cable system 10 includes a Cable Modem Termination System ("CMTS") 
25 12 connected to a cable television network 14, hereinafter, a cable network 14. Figure 1 
illustrates one CMTS 12. However, the data-over-cable system 10 may include multiple CMTS 
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12. Further, according to an exemplary embodiment, the CMTS 12 and any other network 
entities that will be described in the following paragraphs may be duplicated in a serial or a 
parallel arrangement to provide a back-up system in case of a primary network device's failure. 
In the exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the CMTS 12 may be a Total 
5 Control hub by 3Com Corporation of Santa Clara, California, with a cable modem termination 
unit. A Total Control hub is a chassis with multiple networking cards connected by a common 
bus. However, the CMTS 12 could also be another network server such as a CMTS by Cisco 
Systems of San Jose, California, for instance. 

The cable network 14 may be a cable television network such as one provided by 
im Comcast Cable Communications, Inc., of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Cox Communications of 
y,. Atlanta > Georgia, or Time- Warner Cable, of Marietta, Georgia, for instance. 
;| A cable modem ("CM") 16 is connected to the cable network 14 with a downstream cable 

r connection. The cable modem may be provided by 3Com Corporation of Santa Clara, 
,U California, or Motorola Corporation of Arlington Heights, Illinois, for instance. 
ISO Network devices for exemplary embodiments of the present invention include network 

— devices that can interact based on standards proposed by the Data-Over-Cable-Service-Interface- 
Specification ("DOCSIS") standards from the Multimedia Cable Network Systems ("MCNS"), 
the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers ("IEEE"), International Telecommunications 
Union-Telecommunication Standardization Sector ("ITU"), Internet Engineering Task Force 
20 ("IETF"), and/or Wireless Application Protocol ("WAP") Forum. However, network devices 
based on other standards could also be used. DOCSIS standards can be found on the World 
Wide Web at the Universal Resource Locator ("URL") "www.cablemodem.com." IEEE 
standards can be found at the URL "www.ieee.org." The ITU, (formerly known as the CCITT) 
standards can be found at the URL "www.itu.ch." IETF standards can be found at the URL 
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"www.ietf.org." The WAP standards can be found at the URL "www.wapforum.org." 
However, the present invention is not limited to these standards, and any other presently existing 
or later developed standards could also be used. 

Further, the data-over-cable system 10 may be Packet Cable specifications compliant. 

5 The Packet Cable standards may be found on the World Wide Web at the URL 
"www.packetcable.com." The Packet Cable specifications define mechanisms required for 
supporting voice and video transmission over cable systems. If the data-over-cable system 10 is 
Packet Cable specification compliant, the CM 16 may comprise an internal media terminal 
adapter, or a media terminal adapter may otherwise be provided in communications with the CM 
lQn 16. The media terminal adapter may provide a network interface functionality for transmitting 

^ voice or video signals and for converting analog voice inputs or video signals to IP packets 

: ;t using, for instance, the Real Time Transport protocol. 

;' = Furthermore, if the data-over-cable system 10 is Packet Cable Specification compliant, 

; I the data-over-cable system 10 may include a plurality of additional network devices such as a 
m call management server and a gate controller, for instance. The call management server may 
enable the media terminal adapter to establish multimedia sessions including voice 
communications applications such as "IP telephony" or "VoIP". The gate controller may be used 
to perform authorization and authentication checks for users attempting to connect to the CMTS 
12. 

20 Figure 1 illustrates one CM 16 connected to the CMTS 12. However, typical data-over- 

cable systems include tens or hundreds of thousands of CMs 16 connected to the CMTS 12. In 
addition, as shown in Figure 1, the CM 16 is connected to a CPE entity 18 such as a personal 
computer system, a VoIP device or a telephone, for instance. The CM 16 may be connected to 
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the CPE entity 18 via a Cable Modem-to-CPE Interface ("CMCI") 20. Figure 1 illustrates one 
CPE entity 18. However the CM 16 is typically coupled to multiple CPE entities. 

If the data-over-cable system 10 is a bi-directional data-over-cable system, the CM 16 
may have an upstream and downstream connection to the CMTS 12 via a cable television 
5 connection, a wireless connection or a satellite connection, for instance. Figure 1 illustrates an 
exemplary upstream and downstream connection to the CMTS 12 via the cable network 14. In 
such an embodiment, the CMTS 12 may still provide data from the PSTN 22 to the CM 16 or the 
CPE entity 18. 

In a downstream direction of a bi-directional data-over-cable system, a cable system 
163 typically has a passband with a lower edge between 50 MHz and 54 MHz and an upper edge 
^ between 300 MHz to 864 MHz. However, the data-over-cable system 10 is not limited to such 
1: frequencies, and frequencies in data-over-cable system may be implementation dependent. In 
the upstream direction, the cable system may have an operating frequency passband range from 5 
MHz to 30 MHz or 5 MHz to 40 MHz, for instance, 
lfj As mentioned above, the cable system 10 may be a unidirectional cable system. In a 

^ unidirectional cable system, the CM 16 is connected to the PSTN 22 or other such network, 
which provides an upstream telephone connection. The upstream telephone connection may be a 
standard telephone line connection such as an Integrated Services Digital Network ("ISDN") 
connection, an Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line ("ADSL") connection or a wireless 
20 connection, for instance. 

In that arrangement, the PSTN 22 may be connected to a Telephone Remote Access 
Concentrator ("TRAC") 24. In the data-over-cable system having an upstream telephone 
connection, the TRAC 24 may be a Total Control telephone hub by 3Com Corporation of Santa 
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Clara, for instance. However, the TRAC 24 could also be a telephone hub manufactured by a 
different company, or could take still other forms. 

The combination of the CMTS 12 and the TRAC 24 is called a "Telephone Return 
Termination System" ("TRTS") 26. The TRTS 26 is illustrated as a dashed box in Figure 1. The 

5 CMTS 12 and the TRAC 24 may be at a "headend" of the cable system 10. Alternatively, for 
instance, the TRAC 24 may be located in a different location and may have routing associations 
with the CMTS 12. The cable system 10 may also include a plurality of servers such as 
operations servers, administrative servers or maintenance servers (not shown). Further, the 
CMTS 12 may connect a plurality of access points to the data-over-cable system 10. 

rtfl Additionally, the plurality of access points may be connected to cable headend access points. 
Such configurations may be "one-to-one", "one-to-many", or "many-to-many", and may be 

^ interconnected to other Local Area Networks ("LANs") or Wide Area Networks ("WANs"). 

;s The data-over-cable system 10 may comprise a plurality of network interfaces. As shown 

H in Figure 1, the TRAC 24 is connected to a data network 28 (e.g. the Internet, an intranet, a LAN 
IP or a WAN, for instance) via a TRAC-Network System Interface 30 ("TRAC-NSI"). The CMTS 

1= * 12 is connected to the data network 28 via a CMTS-Network System Interface ("CMTS-NSI") 
32. 

Further, the data-over-cable system 10 may comprise a policy/authorization server in 
communication with the CMTS 12. The authorization/policy server may manage overall policies 
20 with an administrative domain such as an Internet service provider, for instance. The CMTS 12 
may also comprise an internal authorization module that may serve as a policy enforcement 
point, for instance. 

The system 10 may also comprise a bandwidth manager in communication with the 
CMTS 12. The bandwidth manager may detect network trends, measure network response time, 
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generate CoS and QoS reports, allocate bandwidth and/or keep records of allocated and available 
bandwidth. 

The present invention is not limited to the use within the data-over-cable system 
illustrated in Figure 1. More, fewer, different or equivalent components, connections and 
5 interfaces could also be used. Further, the arrangements described herein are shown for purposes 
of illustration only, and those skilled in the art will appreciate that other arrangements and other 
elements, such as interfaces or functions, whether or not known in the art, can be used instead, 
and some elements may be omitted altogether. Additionally, as in most communications 
applications, those skilled in the art will appreciate that many of the elements described herein 
103 are functional entities that may be implemented as discrete components or in conjunction with 
^ other components, in any suitable combination and location. 

: J Further, as mentioned above, network entities in the data-over-cable system 10 may be 

J duplicated to provide a back-up in case of failure of one or more network entities. For instance, 
U the network entities may be duplicated in parallel or in series. In a parallel arrangement, for 
lfl instance, the CMTS 12 comprising an internal authorization/policy server and an internal 
bandwidth manager may be duplicated. The CMTS 12 and a duplicated CMTS 12' (not shown) 
may operate simultaneously, with one of them active and the other one in a "standby" state. In 
such an arrangement, the two units may communicate using a "keep alive" signal, for instance. 
Thus, if the primary CMTS 12 fails, the redundant CMTS 12* may immediately start operating, 
20 and, ideally, there is no loss of service. 

In another exemplary embodiment providing a back-up system, redundant units may 
operate in a serial manner. In the serial arrangement, units may be cross-connected with a heart- 
beat controlled shunt on ports. Further, in the serial arrangement, both units may be active, as 
opposed to a primary device being in an active state and a redundant device being in a standby 
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state, as in the parallel arrangement. In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 
any individual integral components or groups of components may be duplicated. 

An operating environment for each CMTS 12, CM 16, CPE 18, TRAC 24 and other 
network entities of an exemplary embodiment may include a processing system with at least one 
high speed processing unit and a memory system. In accordance with the practices of persons 
skilled in the art of computer programming, the present invention is described below with 
reference to acts and symbolic representations of operations or instructions that are performed by 
the processing system, unless indicated otherwise. Such acts and operations or instructions could 
be referred to as being "computer-executed", "processing unit executed", or the like. 
ICO It will be appreciated that the acts and symbolically represented operations or instructions 

^ include the manipulation of electrical signals by the processing unit. An electrical system with 
;f data bits causes a resulting transformation or reduction of the electrical signal representation, and 
the maintenance of data bits at memory locations in the memory system to thereby reconfigure or 
u otherwise alter the processing unit's operation, as well as other processing of signals. The 
lift memory locations may be physical locations that could have particular electrical, magnetic, 
i saji optical, or organic properties for maintaining data bits. 

The data bits may also be maintained on a computer readable medium such as magnetic 
disks, optical disks, organic disks, and any other volatile or non-volatile mass storage system 
readable by the processing unit, for instance. The computer readable medium may include 
20 cooperating or interconnected computer readable media, which may exist exclusively on the 
processing system or may be distributed among multiple interconnected processing systems that 
may be local or remote to the processing system. 
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Network device protocol stack 

Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary protocol stack 36 for network 
devices in the data-over-cable system 10. In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 
network entities in the data-over-cable system 10 may be DOCSIS compliant. However, other 
5 standards may also be used, and the present invention is not limited to the DOCSIS compliant 
network entities. 

Figure 2 illustrates downstream and upstream protocols used in the CM 16, for instance. 
As known in the art, the Open System Interconnection ("OSI") model may be used to describe 
computer networks. The OSI model consists of seven layers including, from lowest to highest, a 
103 physical layer, a data-link layer, a network layer, a transport layer, a session layer, a presentation 
~l layer and an application layer. The physical layer transmits bits over a communication link. The 
-| data-link layer transmits error free frames of data. The network layer transmits and routes data 
packets. 

iZ In bi-directional data-over cable systems, the CM 16 is connected to the cable network 14 

ljsjh in a physical layer 38 via a Radio Frequency ("RF") Interface 40. In an exemplary embodiment 
\& of the present invention, for a downstream data transmission, the RF Interface 40 may have an 
operation frequency range of 50 Mega-Hertz ("MHz") to 1 Giga-Hertz ("GHz") and a channel 
bandwidth of about 6 to 8 MHz. However, other operation frequencies may also be used, and the 
invention is not limited to these frequencies. For an upstream transmission the RF Interface 40 
20 may have an operation frequency range of about 5 MHz to 50 MHz. Further, the RF Interface 40 
may use a signal modulation method, such as Quadrature Amplitude Modulation ("QAM"). As 
known in the art, the QAM is used as means for encoding digital information over radio, wire, or 
fiber optic transmission links. The QAM is a combination of amplitude and phase modulation 
and is an extension of a multiphase phase-shift-keying. The QAM may have any number of 
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discrete digital levels typically including 4, 16, 64 or 256 levels. In an exemplary embodiment, 
QAM-64 may be used in the RF Interface 40. However, other operating frequencies and 
modulation methods could also be used, such as a Quadrature Phase Shift Keying ("QPSK") 
modulation, for instance. Further, the RF Interface 40 can also be used in a telephony return 
5 data-over-cable system. 

In a data-over-cable system with a telephony return employed for an upstream 
connection, the CM 16 may be connected to the PSTN 22 in the physical layer via a telephone 
interface 48. In an exemplary embodiment, the telephony interface may operate in accordance 
with one of the standards of the International Telecommunications Union-Telecommunication 
iQy ("ITU-T") Standardization Sector. The telephone interface 48 may use the ITU-T V.90 standard, 
for instance. As known in the art, the ITU-T V.90 standard is commonly used in a data link layer 
' % of modem communications, and it currently allows data rates as high as 55,600 bits-per-second 
; i: ("bps"). However, the telephone interface 48 may also operate according to other 
:I communications standards, such as V.32 standard, V.34 standard or V.xx standard, where .xx 
m r defines any later versions of the standard. Further, the telephone interface 48 could also be an 
!=* Asymmetric Subscriber Link ("ADSL") interface, an Integrated Services Digital Network 
("ISDN") interface or a wireless interface, for instance. 

Above the RF Interface 40, there is a data link layer comprising a Medium Access 
Control ("MAC") layer 44. As known in the art, the MAC layer 44 controls access to a 
20 transmission medium via the physical layer 38. The MAC layer 44 may use a protocol described 
in IEEE 802.14, However, other MAC layer protocols could also be used, such MCNS MAC 
layer protocol, for instance. Above the MAC layer 44 may be a link security protocol stack 46. 
The link security protocol stack 46 prevents unauthorized users from making a data connection 
from cable network 14. 
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A Point-to-Point Protocol ("PPP") layer 50 is in the data link layer 42 and above the 
telephony interface 48. As known in the art, the PPP layer encapsulates network layer datagrams 
over a serial communication link. More information on the PPP protocol may be found on the 
World Wide Web at the URL "www.ietf.org" in a Request for Comments ("RFC"), RFC-1661. 

5 A network layer 52 is above both the downstream protocol layer and the upstream 

protocol layer. The network layer 52 comprises an Internet Protocol ("IP") layer 54 and an 
Internet Control Message Protocol ("ICMP") layer 56. The IP layer 54 corresponds to the OSI 
layer 3, which is the network layer, but, typically, is not defined as part of the OSI model. As 
known in the art, the IP is a routing protocol designed to route traffic within a network or 
1QB between networks. More information on the IP protocol may be found at the URL 

Jj "www.ietf.org" inRFC-791. The ICMP layer 56 is used for network management. The ICMP 
provides a plurality of functions, such as an error reporting, reachability testing (e.g., "pinging"), 
congestion control, route-change notification and performance or subnet addressing, for instance. 

M= More information on the ICMP may be found at the URL "www.ietf.org" in RFC-792. 
15H A transport layer 58 is above the network layer 52. The transport layer 58 comprises a 

!'* User Datagram Protocol ("UDP") layer 60, which approximately corresponds to the OSI layer 4, 
the transport layer. As known in the art, the UDP provides a connectionless mode of 
communication with datagrams. More information on the UDP layer 60 may be found at the 
URL "www.ietf.org" in RFC-768. However, the transmission layer 58 is not limited to the User 
20 Datagram Protocol, and other protocols, such as a Transmission Control Protocol ("TCP"), could 
also be used. More information on the TCP may be found at the URL "www.ietf.org" in RFC- 
793. 

Above the transport layer 58, there are a Simple Network Management Protocol 
("SNMP") layer 62, a Trivial File Transfer Protocol ("TFTP") layer, a Dynamic Host 
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Configuration Protocol ("DHCP") layer 66 and a UDP manager 68. The SNMP layer 62 is used 
to support network management functions. More information on the SNMP layer may be found 
at the URL "www.ietf.org" in RFC-1 157. The TFTP layer 64 is a file transfer protocol, which is 
typically used to download files and configuration information. More information on the TFTP 
5 layer 64 may be found at the URL "www.ietf.org" in RFC- 1350. The DHCP layer 66 is a 
protocol for passing configuration information to hosts on the IP network 54. More information 
on the DHCP layer 66 may be found at the URL "www.ietf.org" in RFC- 1541, RFC-2131 and 
RFC-2132. The UDP manager 68 distinguishes and routes packets to an appropriate service. 
However, more, fewer, or different protocol layers could be used in the data-over-cable system 
1(0 10. 

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the CM 16 may support 
;| transmission and reception of IP datagrams as specified by RFC-791. The CM 16 may be also 
configured to filter IP datagrams with IP addresses assigned to the CM 16 or CPE 18. Further, 
M. the CMTS 1 2 and the TRAC 24 may also perform filtering of IP datagrams. 
15J During the initialization of the CM 16, the CMTS 12 transmits to the CM 16 a 

^ Termination System Information ("TSI") message, which is a MAC management message. The 
CMTS 12 may use the TSI message to report to the CM 16 whether or not a bi-directional 
system is used, for instance. Further, the TSI message may be used to provide the CM 16 with 
information about the status of the CMTS 12. 
!0 Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of an exemplary TSI message 76. The 

TSI message structure 76 comprises a plurality of fields, such as a MAC management header 78, 
a downstream cable channel IP address 80, a registration IP address 82, a CMTS boot time 84, a 
downstream channel identifier 86, an epoch time 88 and vendor specific encoded data 90. 
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However, the TSI message 76 is not limited to these fields, and more, fewer or different fields 
could also be used in the TSI message 76. 

Further in a telephony return data-over-cable system, the CM 16 additionally receives 
from the CMTS 12 a Telephony Channel Descriptor ("TCD") message defining at least one 
5 telephone number that may be used on the CM 16 to establish a communication session with the 
Telco Remote Access Concentrator 24. 

Additionally, during the initialization process, the CM 16 may initiate a Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol ("DHCP") process. The DHCP process is used to provide configuration 
parameters to hosts on a network such as an IP network, for instance. The DHCP process 
ltfl provides two main services to network clients such as CMs or CPE entities. First, during the 
^ DHCP process, IP network addresses are allocated to clients and, second, configuration 
parameters are provided for network entities. 

Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary DHCP message structure 92. The 
j=A format of the DHCP message structure 92 is based on a format of BOOTstrap Protocol 
l|j ("BOOTP") messages described in RFC-951 and RFC-1542 that may be found at the URL 
; - "www.ietf.org." From a network host client's point of view, the DHCP is an extension of a 
BOOTP mechanism. This property allows the existing BOOTP clients to communicate with 
DHCP servers without requiring any changes to network host clients' BOOTP initialization 
software. 

20 To capture a BOOTP relay agent behavior described as part of the BOOTP specification 

and to allow interoperability of existing BOOTP clients with DHCP servers, a DHCP server uses 
a BOOTP message format. Further, using the BOOTP relay agents eliminates the necessity of 
using a DHCP server on each physical network segment. 
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DHCP 66 message structure 92 includes an operation code field 94 ("op"), a hardware 
address type field 96 ("htype"), a hardware address length field 98 ("hlen"), a number of hops 
field 100 ("hops"), a transaction identifier field 102 ("xid"), a seconds elapsed time field 104 
("sees"), a flags field 106 ("flags"), a client IP address field 108 ("ciaddr"), a your IP address 
5 field 110 ("yiaddr"), a server EP address field 112 ("siaddr"), a gateway/relay agent IP address 
field 114 ("giaddr"), a client hardware address field 116 ("chaddr"), an optional server name 
field 118 ("sname"), a boot file name 120 ("file") and an optional parameters field 122 



("options"). Descriptions for an exemplary DHCP message 92 fields are shown in Table 1. 





DHCP Parameter 


Description 




OP 94 


Message op code / message type. 
1 =BOOTREQUEST, 2=BOOTREPLY. 




HTYPE 96 


Hardware address type (e.g., T = 10 Mps Ethernet). 




HLEN 98 


Hardware address length (e.g. '6' for 10 Mbps Ethernet). 




HOPS 100 


Client sets to zero, optionally used by relay-agents when booting via a 
relay-agent. 




XID 102 


Transaction ID, a random number chosen by the client, used by the client 
and server to associate messages and responses between a client and a 
server. 




SECS 104 


Filled in by client, seconds elapsed since client started trying to boot. 




FLAGS 106 


Flags including a BROADCAST bit. 




CIADDR 108 


Client IP address; filled in by client in DHCPREQUEST if verifying 
previously allocated configuration parameters. 




YIADDR 110 


'Your'(client) IP address. 




SIADDR 112 


IP 54 address of next server to use in bootstrap; returned in 
DHCPOFFER, DHCPACK and DHCPNAK by server. 




GIADDR 114 


Gateway relay agent IP 54 address, used in booting via a relay-agent. 




CHADDR 116 


Client hardware address (e.g., MAC layer 44 address). 




SNAME 118 


Optional server host name, null terminated string. 




FILE 120 


Boot file name, terminated by a null string. 




OPTIONS 122 


Optional parameters. 



Table 1. 



10 The DHCP message structure 92 shown in Figure 4 may be used to discover IP network 



host interfaces in the data-over-cable system 10. A network host client such as the CM 16 may 



use the DHCP process to dynamically acquire, verify or renew an IP address and configuration 



parameters. During a typical use of the DHCP process, the CM 16 and CPE 18 broadcast a 



"DHCPDISCOVER" message to receive configuration settings such as an IP address for the CM 
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16 and an IP address for the CPE 18. During the DHCP process, the DHCP servers may respond 
with DHCPOFFER messages including configuration parameters. Then, the CM 16 or the CPE 
18 may select one of the DHCP servers and sends a DHCPREQUEST message to the selected 
server. 

5 Specialized DHCP Proxy in a data-over-cable system 

Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating a data-over-cable system 150 in which methods 
for a specialized DHCP proxy functionality may be employed. In addition to the network 
devices described in reference to Figure 1, Figure 5 illustrates multiple DHCP proxies (i.e., 
network host interfaces) as a single DHCP proxy block 152 connected to the TRAC 24. As 
lQg known in the art, the DHCP proxies 152 accept DHCP messages originally from the CM 16 
:: 4 destined for DHCP servers 154 connected to network host interfaces 156 (e.g., IP interfaces) 
l -£ available on the CMTS 12 since the TRAC 24 has no direct access to the DHCP servers 154. 

Further, the DHCP proxies 152 are not used in the two-way data-over-cable systems, where a 
Q cable connection is used as an upstream connection. Further, Figure 5 illustrates the CM 16 in 
lsS| communication with a database 158. According to an exemplary embodiment, the CM 16 
W* creates a database entry record for each CPE in communication with the CM 16. In one 
embodiment, each database entry record includes CPE identification data and DHCP data 
associated with each CPE. For example, among many other parameters that will be described in 
greater detail below, the DHCP data associated with each CPE include DHCP server's 
20 identification data such as a DHCP server identifier, a DHCP server IP address, and a DHCP 
server's name associated with each CPE. Figure 5 illustrates the external database 158 in 
communication with the CM 16. However, the exemplary embodiment is not limited to the 
external database, and an internal CM's database can also be used to keep database entry records 
for the CPEs associated with the CM 16. Further, the exemplary embodiment is not limited to 
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the network devices illustrated in Figure 5, and more, fewer, different or equivalent network 
devices could also be used. 

Network devices for exemplary embodiments include network devices that can interact 
based on standards proposed by the Data-Over-Cable-Service-Interface- Specification 
5 ("DOCSIS") standards from the Multimedia Cable Network Systems ("MCNS"), the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers ("IEEE"), International Telecommunications Union- 
Telecommunication Standardization Sector ("ITU"), Internet Engineering Task Force ("IETF"), 
and/or Wireless Application Protocol ("WAP") Forum. However, network devices based on 
other standards could also be used. DOCSIS standards can be found on the World Wide Web at 
1(K the Universal Resource Locator ("URL") "www.cablemodem.com." IEEE standards can be 
4 found at the URL "www.ieee.org." The ITU, (formerly known as the CCITT) standards can be 
3 found at the URL "www.itu.ch." IETF standards can be found at the URL 'Ww.ietf.org." The 
WAP standards can be found at the URL "www.wapforum.org." 

According to an exemplary embodiment, the CM 16 acts as a DHCP proxy for all or a 
15f; T predetermined number of CPEs in communication with the CM 16. Thus, in one embodiment, 
H the CM 16 interacts with the DHCP servers 154 in place of the CPE 18, and interacts with the 
CPE 18 in place of the DHCP servers 154. In such an embodiment, when the CM 16 receives a 
DHCP request message from the CPE 18, the CM 16 creates a special proxy task for the CPE 18 
to allow for the proxy functionality on the CM 16. 
20 Figures 6A and 6B illustrate an exemplary method 200 for obtaining addresses for 

customer premises equipment entities, where a cable modem has a specialized DHCP proxy's 
functionality. According to an exemplary embodiment, the method 200 is described in a two- 
way data-over-cable system; however, the method 200 could also be employed in a Telco return 
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data-over-cable system or any system having a different type of the return path such a wireless 
return path, for example. 

Referring to Figure 6A, at step 202, a first network device receives a first protocol 
message from a second network device in communication with the first network device. 
5 According to an exemplary embodiment, the first protocol message is used to discover a network 
host interface address, and the second network device broadcasts the first protocol message on its 
local network. Further, in one embodiment, the first protocol message may include options that 
suggest values for a network address and lease duration. 

At step 204, when the first network device receives the first protocol message, the first 
IQq network device creates a specialized proxy task for the second network device. According to an 
: a exemplary embodiment, when the specialized proxy task is created on the first network device 
for the second network device, the first network device intercept all first protocol messages from 
:>: the second network device, and route them to the created specialized proxy task. 
; *i At step 206, the first network device creates a record for the second network device in a 

ljSff" database and stores identification data of the second network device in the record. According to 
M an exemplary embodiment, to create the record with identification data of the second network 
device, the first network device uses the received first protocol message. In one embodiment, the 
first network device retrieves from the first protocol message a network address of the second 
network device and a client identifier parameter associated with the second network device. 
20 However, the exemplary embodiment is not limited to storing only these parameters associated 
with the second network device, and more parameters from the first protocol message could also 
be stored in the record of the second network device. 

At step 208, the first network device forwards the first protocol message to first protocol 
network servers. At step 210, the first network device receives one or more first protocol 
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response messages from the first protocol network servers. According to an exemplary 
embodiment, each first response message includes an available network address, as well as, a 
lease interval, a renewal time and rebind time. 

At step 212, when the first network device receives the at least one first protocol response 
5 message from the first protocol servers, the first network device modifies parameters in the first 
protocol response messages. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device 
modifies the lease, renew and rebind time intervals specified in the first response messages. In 
one embodiment, the first network device changes the lease, renew and rebind time intervals to 
shorter values. 

1() g At step 214, the first network device stores the received and the modified lease time 

y? intervals in the database record associated with the second network device. Referring to Figure 
Q 6B, at step 216, the first network device forwards the modified first protocol response messages 
• M: t0 the second network device. When the second network device receives one or more modified 
"I first protocol response messages from one or more first protocol network servers, at step 218, the 
second network device selects one first protocol network server based on the configuration 
I,** parameters offered in the modified first protocol response messages. Further, the second 
network device generates a first protocol request message to request configuration parameters 
from the selected first protocol network server. According to an exemplary embodiment, the 
first protocol request message includes an identifier of the first protocol network server specified 
20 in the first protocol response message selected by the second network device. 

At step 220, the first network device intercepts the first protocol request message and 
forwards it to the selected first protocol network server specified in the first protocol request 
message. When the selected first protocol network server receives the first protocol request 
message, the first protocol network server responds with a first protocol acknowledgement 
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message to confirm a receipt of the second message and allocation of the configuration 
parameters specified in the first protocol response message. According to an exemplary 
embodiment, the first protocol acknowledgement message includes configuration parameters for 
the second network device such as a routable network address assigned for the second network 
5 device and lease time intervals for the allocated network address. At step 222, the first network 
device intercepts the first protocol acknowledgement message from the first protocol network 
server. When the first network device intercepts the first protocol acknowledgement message, at 
step 224, the first network device stores the network server's data in the database record 
associated with the second network device. Further, a task is created on the first network device 
LCD to renew the network address for the second network device prior to an end of the lease time 
XI interval specified by the first protocol network server, so that the first network device may renew 
\^ the lease in advance, and the lease may be renewed even if the second network device is turned 

!: R off. 

\k At step 226, the first network device modifies the first protocol acknowledgement 

message. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device modifies the renew 
and rebind lease time intervals using the values stored in the database record associated with the 
second network device and the selected first protocol network server. To do that, the first 
network device retrieves the modified lease time interval values that the second network device 
received in the first protocol response message associated with the selected first protocol 
20 network server. At step 228, the first network device forwards the modified first protocol 
acknowledgement message to the second network device. 

In the exemplary method 200 described in reference to Figures 6A and 6B, the first 
network device is the CM 16, the second network device is the CPE 20, the database is the 
database 158, and the first protocol servers are the DHCP servers 154. Further, the first protocol 
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messages are DHCP messages, where the first protocol message received from the first network 
device at step 202 is a DHCPDISCOVER message, the first protocol response messages are 
DHCPOFFER messages, the first protocol request message is a DHCPREQUEST message, and 
the first protocol acknowledgement message is a DHCPACK message. However, the exemplary 
5 embodiment is not limited to these network devices and messages, and more, fewer, different or 
equivalent network devices and messages could also be used. 

According to an exemplary embodiment, when the CM 16 creates a DHCP proxy task for 
some or all CPEs associated with the CM 16, and further establishes an identification record for 
each CPE associated with the created proxy tasks, the CM 16 interacts with the CPE of record 

1# acting as a DHCP server. In the exemplary embodiment, the CPE for which a proxy task has 

^ been created on the CM 16, maintains two time intervals that specify the times at which the CPE 
tries to renew its network address lease. The first time interval specifies a time at which the CPE 
enters a renewing state and attempts to communicate with its DHCP network server that 
originally issued a routable network address for the CPE. The second time interval is a time at 

W which a CPE enters a rebinding state and attempts to contact any DHCP network server. As 
known in the art, a renewing time interval ends prior to an end of a rebinding time interval so 
that a CPE initiates renewal of its assigned network address before engaging in a lengthy DHCP 
DISCOVER process. Typically, at the end of a renewing time interval, a CPE sends a 
DHCPREQUEST message to a DHCP network server that was selected by the CPE. However, 

20 according to an exemplary embodiment, the CM 16 acts as a DHCP proxy, so that, the CPEs 
may keep the same network address for a longer duration of time. 

Figures 7 A and 7B are a flow chart illustrating an exemplary method 250 for a lease 
renewal according to an exemplary embodiment. In the exemplary embodiment associated with 
the method 250, a first network device keeps a database record for each network device having a 
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proxy task created on the first network device. According to an exemplary embodiment, the 
database record includes an original lease time interval, lease renewal time interval, rebind time 
interval offered by a first protocol network server selected by each network device having a first 
protocol proxy task. Further, the database record includes modified renewal and rebind lease 

5 time interval values. Additionally, the database record includes identification data of each 
network device having a first protocol proxy task and data of a first protocol network server 
selected by each network device having a record. According to an exemplary embodiment 
shown in Figures 7A and 7B, the first network device interacts with a second network device as 
if the first network device was the first protocol network server selected by the second network 

1§ device. Further, the first network device interacts with the first protocol network server as if the 

: Jf first network device was the second network device. 

Referring to Figure 7 A, at step 252, the first network device intercepts a first protocol 
request message from the second network device directed to a first protocol network server. 
According to an exemplary embodiment, when the second network device creates the first 

iM protocol request message, the second network device requests a lease renewal of the same 
routable network address and, further, identifies its routable network address and its client 
identifier in the first protocol request message. Further, according to an exemplary embodiment, 
since the second network device has received a modified renewal lease time interval from the 
first network device at an earlier stage of the process, the second network device requests the 

20 renewal of the routable network address at the end of the modified renewal time interval. 

At step 254, the first network device retrieves a database record associated with the 
second network device from a database. In one embodiment, the first network device has an 
internal database for storing identification records of network devices for which specialized first 
protocol proxy tasks have been created. Alternatively, the first network device may 
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communicate with an external database that stores the identification records of the network 
devices associated with the specialized first protocol proxy tasks. According to an exemplary 
embodiment, the modified renewal time interval is shorter than the original renewal time interval 
assigned to the second network device by the first protocol network server. Thus, the first 
5 network device may use the original lease time interval stored in the database to assign a new 
time interval for the second network device. In one embodiment, the first network device may 
provide the remaining time of the original lease time interval for the second network device. 
However, other embodiments are possible as well. For example, when the first network device 
determines the remaining lease time interval, the first network device may provide a portion of 
1# the remaining time interval for the second network device. Further, the first network device acts 
as the first protocol network server associated with the second network device. In order to do 
that, the first network device retrieves the first protocol network server's identification data from 
the identification record associated with the second network device. 
M At step 256, the first network device generates a first protocol response message for the 

l| second network device using the first protocol network server identification data retrieved from 
' " the record associated with the second network device, so that the first protocol response message 
seems to be as generated by the first protocol network server. In one embodiment, the first 
protocol server data includes a network server's IP address, server's identifier and server's name. 
The first network device uses the retrieved server's identification data to generate the first 
20 protocol response message. Further, the first network device specifies a second renewal time 
interval, a second rebind time interval and a second lease period in the first protocol response 
message. As mentioned in the proceeding paragraph, the second renewal and rebind time 
intervals are the remaining time intervals of the original renewal and rebind time intervals. 
However, other embodiments are also possible such as the second renewal and rebind time 
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intervals being shorter than the remaining time of the original renewal and rebind time intervals. 
In such an embodiment, the process of renewing the lease by the second network device is 
repeated. 

At step 258, the first network device sends the first protocol response message to the 
5 second network device. According to the exemplary embodiment, the first protocol response 
message defines the second renewal and rebind time intervals. 

Additionally, according to an exemplary embodiment, at step 260, the first network 
device monitors the original renewal time interval assigned to the second network device by the 
first protocol network server. In one embodiment, when the first network device stores the 
# original renewal and rebind time intervals assigned to the second network device, the first 
if A network device artificially sets modified renewal and rebind time intervals a few seconds ahead 
% of the original lease time intervals. By doing that, the first network device has the ability to 
initiate a lease renewal process the lease for the second network device prior to the end of the 
originally assigned renewal time interval, 
li At step 262, the first network device determines whether the modified renewal time set 

^ on the first network device is ending. If the first network device determines that it is not a time 
to renew the network address lease for the second network device, the method 250 continues at 
step 260. Otherwise, the first network device initiates interaction with the first protocol server 
pretending to be the second network device and initiating a lease renewal process for the routable 
20 network address of the second network device. 

Referring to Figure 7B, at step 264, the first network device generates a first protocol 
request message using identification data of the second network device and the first protocol 
server's identification data from the database record associated with the second network device. 
According to an exemplary embodiment, to generate the first protocol request message, the first 
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network device retrieves from the database record of the second network device a network 
address of the second network device, a client identifier of the second network device, and a 
transaction identifier assigned to the second network device. Further, the first network device 
specifies in the first protocol request message a time that has elapsed from a boot time of the 
5 second network device. Additionally, in order to send the first protocol message to the first 
protocol network server associated with the second network device, the first network device 
retrieves the first protocol network server's identification data from the database. Using that 
data, the first network device properly sets the destination of the first protocol request message. 

At step 266, the first network device sends the first protocol request message to the first 
protocol network server specified in the second network device's database record. According to 
■,.] an exemplary embodiment, the first protocol request message defines a request to renew a 
; i network address assigned to the second network device. At step 268, the first network device 
>n determines whether the first protocol server responded to the network address renewal first 
J protocol request message. If the first protocol network server responded to the request, the first 
i*{ network device determines whether the response message from the first message includes a 
renewed network address for the second network device. If the first protocol server declines the 
renewal of the network address for the second network device, at step 270, the first network 
device resends the first protocol request message to the first protocol network server. In one 
embodiment, the first network device may resend the first request message to the first protocol 
20 server periodically. Alternatively, the first network device resends the first request message 
more often as the renewal lease time interval ceases. 

At step 272, if the first protocol network server receives the response message from the 
first protocol network server, and the response message includes the renewed lease of the second 
network device's routable network address, the first network device updates the database 
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identification record associated with the second network device. In one embodiment, the first 
network device retrieves from the first protocol response message and stores in the database 
record of the second network device a new lease time interval, a new renewal time interval and a 
new rebind time interval specified in the received message. 

5 According to an exemplary embodiment, the second network device tries to renew its 

network address lease after the first network device communicates with the first protocol 
network server since the renewal lease time set on the first network device is set to an earlier 
time than the renewal lease time provided to the second network device. Thus, at some point 
after the first network device receives the first protocol response message from the first protocol 
l# network server, the second network device tries to renew its network address lease and generates 

J: a first protocol request message. According to an exemplary embodiment, at step 274, the first 

. 7| network device intercepts the first protocol request message from the second network device so 
that the first protocol request message is not forwarded to the first protocol network server 

M specified by the second network device in the intercepted request message. 
^ At step 276, the first network device retrieves the data received earlier from the first 

protocol network server to generate a lease renewal first protocol response message for the 
second network device, thus, making the renewal process faster for the second network device. 
Further, once again, when the first network device generates the response message for the second 
network device, the first network device defines in the response message renewal and rebind 
20 lease time intervals that are shorter that the time intervals received from the first protocol 
network server at step 272. Additionally, when the first network device generates the first 
protocol response message, the first network device once again pretends to be the first protocol 
network server. To do that, when the first network device generates the first protocol response 
message, the first network device uses the first protocol network server's identification data 
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stored in the record of the second network device. In one embodiment, the first network device 
uses the IP address of the first protocol network server, the server's name parameter or other 
server's identifiers specified in the database record. 

At step 278, the first network device sends the generated first protocol response message 
5 to the second network device. 

According to the exemplary method 250 illustrated in Figures 7A and 7B, the first 
network device is the CM 16, the second network device is the CPE 18, the first protocol 
network server is the DHCP server 154, and the database is the database 158. Further, according 
to an exemplary embodiment, the first protocol request messages are DHCPREQUEST 
1S1 messages, and the first protocol response messages are DHCPACK messages. However, the 
:s ';f exemplary embodiment is not limited to these network devices and messages, and fewer, more, 
'*% different or equivalent network devices and messages could also be used. For example, in the 
J exemplary embodiment, the first network device could be a broadband access network device, a 
M home gateway or a DSL modem. 

W According to an exemplary embodiment, an IP address of the CPE 18 leased by the 

DHCP server 154 may be retained for a longer duration time because of the DHCP proxy 
functionality on the CM 16. In one embodiment, the CM 16 monitors the state of the CPE 18 
and has the ability to renew the CPE's lease when the CPE is turned off, therefore, keeping the 
IP address of the CPE 18 reserved for a longer duration of time. Further, as known in the art, 

20 when any CPE is rebooted, even though its original lease time might not have expired, a CPE has 
to go through an entire DHCP DISCOVER process since the lease would have been lost during 
the reboot. However, with the CM's DHCP proxy functionality, the CM 16 may respond to the 
CPE 18, and no data has to be exchanged between the CPE 18 and the DHCP server 154. 
Therefore, the CM's DHCP proxy functionality greatly reduces the upstream traffic as well as 
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the load on the DHCP server 154, during mass re-registrations following a head-end system 
reboot, for example. 

Figures 8 A and 8B are flow charts illustrating a method 300 for monitoring the state of a 
customer premise equipment entity and renewing a network address lease for the customer 
5 premise equipment entity according to an exemplary embodiment. 

Referring to Figure 8 A, at step 302, a first network device monitors an activity state of a 
second network device in communication with the first network device. In one embodiment, the 
first network device may monitor the activity state of the second network device periodically. At 
step 304, the first network device stores the state of the second network device in a database 
ICS record associated with the second network device. In one embodiment, the database may be an 
^ internal database of the first network device. Alternatively, the database may be an external 
"J database. 

: * At step 306, the first network device determines whether the second network device is 

M turned off (the second network device is not using its routable network address). If the second 
15B network device is not turned off, the method 300 continues at step 302. However, if the second 
i " network device is turned off, at step 308, the first network device determines whether it is a time 
to renew a network address lease for the second network device from the first protocol network 
server. According to an exemplary embodiment described in reference to the proceeding figures, 
the first network device keeps database records of network address lease time intervals 
20 associated with some or all network devices having specialized first protocol proxy tasks created 
on the first network device. Further, when the first network device creates that record, the first 
network device sets up earlier lease renewal times for the network devices so that the first 
network device may renew the leases in advance. Thus, according to an exemplary embodiment, 
the first network device may monitor the lease renewal time for the second network device using 
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lease data in the second network device's database record. If the first network device determines 
that it is not a time to renew a network address lease for the second network device, the method 
300 continues at step 302. 

However, if the first network device determines that the advanced address lease time is 

5 up, at step 310, the first network device retrieves the identification data of the second network 
device and the identification data of the first protocol server associated with the second network 
device. According to an exemplary embodiment, the identification data of the second network 
device includes, among other parameters, a MAC layer network address of the second network 
device, a unique client identifier associated with the second network device and a transaction 
1Q[] identifier that has been assigned by the first protocol network server. Further, the first protocol 

M network server's identification data includes an IP address of the first protocol network server 

^ associated with the second network device, a server's name, and a relay agent's IP address. 
However, the exemplary method 300 is not limited to these parameters, and fewer, more, 

\1 different or equivalent parameters could also be stored in the second network device's database 
15?> record. 

I ^ At step 312, the first network device generates a first protocol request message using the 

retrieved identification data of the second network device and the identification data of the first 
protocol network server. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first protocol request 
message is generated by the first network device to renew the original network address lease for 
20 the second network device. Further, according to an exemplary embodiment, the first network 
device generates the first request message in such a manner so that when the first protocol 
network server receives the message, the first protocol network server assumes that the first 
protocol request message has originated from the second network device. In order to that, when 
the first network device generates the first protocol request message, the first network device 
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inserts the MAC address associated with the second network device into a source field of the first 
protocol request message. Further, the first network device inserts the MAC address of the 
second network device into a client's hardware address field, the second network device's 
identifier into a client identifier option field, and the transaction identifier into an XID field of 
5 the first protocol request message. Additionally, the first network device inserts a time value in a 
sees field, where the time value inserted by the first network device reflects a time that would 
have elapsed from a boot time of the second network device. 

Referring to Figure 8B, at step 314, the first network device sends the first protocol 
request message to the first protocol network server specified in the database record of the 
10lf second network device. At step 316, the first network device receives a first protocol response 
. ^ message from the first protocol network server. According to an exemplary embodiment, the 
g first protocol response message may include a confirmation of the network address renewal or a 
i; decline of the network address lease renewal. When the first protocol response message 
M specifies a decline to renew the requested network address, the first protocol response message 
2 ff could include a lease offer of a new network address for the second network device. At step 3 1 8, 
the first network device determines whether the first protocol network server has renewed the 
requested network address lease for the second network device. Since the renewal lease time on 
the first network device is set to an earlier time than the original lease time, if the first network 
server does not renew the lease for the second network device, the method 300 continues at step 
20 314, 316, and 316 where the first network device tries to re-send the first protocol request 
message. According to an exemplary embodiment, if the first protocol network server rejects the 
renewal of the requested network address lease after the first network device sends the first 
protocol request message a predetermined number of times, the first network device may try to 
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obtrain a new network address lease from first protocol network servers via a DHCP 
DISCOVER process. 

If the first protocol response message from the first protocol network server includes 
renewed network address lease intervals for the requested network address, at step 320, the first 
5 network device stores the new lease time intervals in the database record associated with the 
second network device. According to an exemplary embodiment, the new lease time intervals 
define a renewal time interval and a rebind time interval, for example. Further, similarly to the 
original lease time interval, the first network device sets up shorter values for the lease renewal 
so that the first network device can renew the network address lease in advance, thus, increasing 
1QP the probability of the retaining the same network address by the second network device. 
r jJ According to an exemplary embodiment, since the second network device was off when 

| the first network device renewed the network address lease for the second network device, at step 
320, the first network device may receive a first protocol request message from the second 
M network device at a later time. Since the second network device was off when the original lease 
15>! time has ended, the second network device would have lost the network address lease in a typical 
e ' system. However, according to an exemplary embodiment, because of the specialized first 
protocol functionality on the first network device, the leased network address of the second 
network device is retained for a longer time duration. At step 322, the first network device 
intercepts the first protocol request message from the second network device, prior to forwarding 
20 the message to the first protocol network server specified in the first protocol request message. 

At step 324, since the first network device has already renewed the network address lease 
for the second network device, the first network device generates a first protocol reply message 
for the second network device. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device 
generates the first protocol reply message in such a manner so that when the second network 
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device receives the first protocol reply message, the second network device assumes that the first 
protocol reply message has been generated by the first protocol network server. To do that, the 
first network device retrieves the first protocol server's identification data from the database 
record associated with the second network device. When the first network device generates the 
5 first protocol reply message, the first network device inserts the first protocol network server's IP 
address into a source IP address field and into a server's identifier option field, the first protocol 
network server's name into a server's name field, and the relay agent's IP address into a gateway 
IP field. Further, the first network device specifies the lease time intervals in the first protocol 
reply message using the lease time intervals provided by the first protocol network server during 
lfij the lease renewal. According to an exemplary embodiment, the first network device inserts into 
^ the first protocol reply message lease time intervals that are shorter than the lease time intervals 
| J provided by the first protocol network server during the lease renewal process. At step 326, the 

first network device sends the first protocol reply message to the second network device, 
u According to the exemplary method 300, the first network device is the CM 16, the 

1 S S6C0nd network device is the CPE 18 > and m e first protocol network server is the DHCP server 
I * 154. However, the exemplary embodiment is not limited to these network devices and fewer, 
different or equivalent network devices could also be used. For example, the first network 
device could be a home gateway or a DSL modem. Further, according to the exemplary method 
300, the first protocol request messages are DHCPREQUEST messages, and the first protocol 
20 reply messages are the DHCPACK messages. However, the exemplary embodiment is not 
limited to DHCP messages and different or equivalent protocols could also be used. 

Typically, during a DHCP process, the CM 16 is not given a routable EP address, and the 
CM 16 receives a private IP address. There are many reasons for assigning a private IP address 
to the CM 16; however, the most important reasons are the IP address conservation and security. 
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Presumably, a CM that cannot be addressed from the outside is harder for other network devices 
to hack into. On the other hand, CPEs are assigned publicly routable IP addresses. As known it 
the art, the CPEs' data flows through a CM associated with the CPEs. These two factors give a 
CM all the information it needs to obtain a publicly routable IP address. However, simply 
5 sniffing the CPE's data flow to get a CPE's IP address may not be satisfactory. If a CPE is 
turned off, a CM cannot sniff the CPE's traffic, and in typically used systems, the IP address 
lease of the CPE 18 would expire anyway. Therefore, a CM must not only borrow a publicly 
routable IP address of a CPE, but also has to have the ability to renew the IP address lease for the 
CPE. According to the exemplary embodiments described in reference to earlier figures, the CM 
1GU 16 has the ability to renew the IP leases by proxying the DHCP process. 

^ Therefore, according to an exemplary embodiment, when one of the CPEs associated 

|: with the CM 16 is turned off; the CM 16 may "borrow" an IP address associated with the turned 

off CPE to access network devices on public networks. For example, the CM 16 could have an 
K application arranged to access a mail network server located on a public network and check mail 
ISP for the turned off CPE 18. Alternatively, the CM 16 could use the IP address of the turned off 

CPE 18 to respond to network devices that try to initiate communication sessions with the turned 

off CPE 18. 

Figure 9 is a flow chart illustrating a method 350 for obtaining and using a publicly 
routable network address on a first network device from a second network device according to an 
20 exemplary embodiment. 

At step 352, the first network device monitors an activity state of the second network 
device. In one embodiment, the first network device may monitor an activity state of the second 
network device periodically. Further, if there is more than one network device associated with 
the first network device, the first network device may monitor an activity state of each such 
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network device. At step 354, the first network device stores the activity state of the second 
network device in a database. In one embodiment, the first network device may have an internal 
database for storing the activity states. Alternatively, the database could be an external database. 
At step 356, the first network device determines whether the second network device is 
5 turned off (the second network device is not using its publicly routable IP address). If the second 
network device is not turned off, the method 350 continues at step 352, 354, and 356, where the 
first network device may periodically monitor the activity state of the second network device. If 
the second network device is turned off, at step 358, the first network device determines whether 
any application on the first network device requires a publicly routable IP address. However, the 
lOfj exemplary method 350 is not limited to determining whether only applications on the first 
jl network device require a publicly routable IP address. For example, the first network device 
; ~5 may communicate with other network devices that may need a routable IP address for a short 
" period of time. If, at step 358, the first network device determines that no applications on the 
u first network device or no other network devices need a routable IP address, the method 350 
1|| continues at steps 352, 354, 356 and 358. 

If an application on the first network device or a network device in communication with 
the first network device require a publicly routable IP address, at step 360, the first network 
device retrieves the publicly routable IP address of the second network device from a database 
record of the second network device. At step 362, an application on the first network device may 
20 use the retrieved publicly routable IP address of the second network device. For example, an 
internal application on the first network device may use the retrieved publicly routable IP address 
of the second network to access a mail server on a public network and check mail for the second 
network device. 
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According to the exemplary method 350, the first network device is the CM 16 and the 
second network device is the CPE 18. However, the exemplary embodiment is not limited to 
these network devices and different or equivalent network devices could also be used. Further, 
according to an exemplary embodiment associated with the described method 350, the first 
5 network device additionally monitors the network address lease time intervals while the second 
network device is turned off. The process of monitoring and renewing the network address lease 
for the second network device has been described in Figures 8 A and 8B. 

An operating environment for the described embodiments includes a processing system 
with at least one high speed Central Processing Unit ("CPU") or other processing unit and a 
lQn memory system. In accordance with the practices of persons skilled in the art of computer 
y programming, the described embodiments with reference to acts and symbolic representations of 
| operations or instructions that are performed by the processing system, unless indicated 
" otherwise. Such acts and operations or instructions are sometimes referred to as being computer- 
[*i executed, or "CPU executed." 
l?0 It will be appreciated that the acts and symbolically represented operations or instructions 

! include the manipulation of electrical signals by the CPU. An electrical system with data bits 
causes a resulting transformation or reduction of the electrical signal representation, and the 
maintenance of data bits at memory locations in the memory system to thereby reconfigure or 
otherwise alter the CPU's operation, as well as other processing of signals. The memory 
20 locations where data bits are maintained are physical locations that have particular electrical, 
magnetic, optical, or organic properties corresponding to the data bits. 

The data bits may also be maintained on a computer readable medium readable by the 
CPU or other processing unit. The computer readable medium includes cooperating or 
interconnected computer readable media, which exist exclusively on the processing system or are 
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distributed among multiple interconnected processing systems that may be local or remote to the 
processing system. 

Further, in view of many embodiments to which the principles of the invention may be 
applied, it should be understood that the illustrated embodiments are exemplary embodiments 

5 and should not limit the present invention as defined by the claims. For example, the DHCP 
proxy functionality has been described as applied to only one CPE associated with the CM 16. 
However, the DHCP proxy functionality may be instantaneously applied to any number of CPEs 
associated with the CM 16. Further, the exemplary embodiments have been described in 
reference to a data-over-cable network. However, the present invention is not limited to the 
10n data-over-cable networks, and it could also be used in networks capable of transmitting data 

; associated with an Asynchronous Transfer Mode protocol, Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line 

"rY protocol, Voice over Internet Protocol, Internet Protocol or a protocol associated with cable 
television data streams. Further, the described methods are not limited to a data-over-cable 

M system, and could also be applied in other types of networks such as an Ethernet network or a 
lSjff network having broadband wireless links, fixed wireless links, DSL links or fiber optic links, for 

! ! * example. Further, unless specified to the contrary, the steps of the flow charts may be taken in 
sequence other than those described, and more, fewer or equivalent elements or components 
could also be used. 
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